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| P Is moſt bumbly inſeribed 


by their obedient Servant, 


E. RAD CLIFEF. 


JOHN xvii. 36. 
My kingdom is not of this World. 


you on a day long ſince hap- 
49 pily diſtinguiſhed in the an- 


8 
DS P 
SCH 2 conſecrated a freſh by the 
birth of a prince whom hea- 
ven we hope has reſerved to be the bleſſing 
of a future age. | 
From the acceſſion of our auguſt family 


may be dated, the commencement of every 
felicity a nation can enjoy; and if proteſtant 


diſſenters ſhould ever forget to celebrate 
this memorable event, the very ſtones would 
burſt into reproaches, and tell them, that 
on this day they received the confirmation 

of every privilege they poſſeſs as freemen, 
parents, and chriſtians, 


| B „ 


nals of this kingdom, and no- 


AT 

The firſt of this illuſtrious line delivered 
us from the dread of popery, ſlavery, and a 
bigotted pretender : to the ſecond we are 
indebted for an uninterrupted ſeries of pro- 
ſperity and happineſs, of above thirty years 
duration: and from the third we promiſe 
our ſelves every thing worthy a deſcendant 
of the houſe of Brunſwick. 
The ſeveral events which canfpired to 
bring about the ſucceſſion of George the 
firſt, at ſo happy a conjuncture, have been 
ſo often pointed out and are ſo well known 
that I need not enlarge upon them: and the 
melancholy reſemblance which there is be- 
twixt the preſent day and thoſe times, re- 
ſpecting parties and murmurs, render it im- 
poſſible to enter into the ſubject without 
violating the intention of our meeting, which 
1s not to engage in political debates but to 
celebrate our common obligations to the 
providence of God. I ſhall therefore lead 
your thoughts from the conſideration of a 
kingdom which ſhall only laſt a few days, 
and whoſe benefits are limited and confined, 
to one which is formed for immortality, and 
whoſe privileges are equal to our moſt un- 


bounded deſires. 
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My kingdom is not of this World. * 


When Chriſt ſpoke theſe memorable 07 
words he was under the examination of the } 
Roman governor, who afked him if he was ' 
king of the Jews. Now as it could ſcarce be 
ſuppoſed that Pilate was really alarmed with |} 
any apprehenſions of a rival power, our Sa- | 
viour gave him no direct reply, but ſaid, : 
doſt thou aſk me this queſtion on account j 
of thy own ſuſpicions, or from the inſtiga- j 
tions of my enemies? Pilate then returns 
I am not a Jew, thy own people have 
brought this accuſation againſt thee; to 
which Jeſus replies, © my kingdom is not of 
this world; ” as if he had faid, © I have a 
kingdom, but it ſtands altogether upon a 
different foundation from all worldly inſtitu» 
tions. Its end is to procure eternal happi- 
neſs to all its ſubjects ; its means are purity 
and holineſs, the miniſters whom I have 
choſen to tranſact its concerns ſpring from 
the meaneſt ſtations in life, and are very 
improper to conduct any ſcheme of tempo- 


* Or as it might be more accurately rendered from 
* this World ” 


a ths" | ral 


( 4 ] 
ral policy. Populatity and fame, ſo eſſen- 
tial to power, I have ſtudiouſly declined ; 
and the principles I have always inculcated 
are ſuch as form the beſt citizens and mem- 
bers of ſociety; does this look like uſurping 
the throne of Cæſar? Shall a ſmall band of 
fiſhermen overturn the Roman empire? If 
conqueſt was my aim, a hoſt of miniſtring 
{ſpirits would be at my command; but I 
came not to deſtroy men's lives but to fave 
them; not to diſturb the reign of earthly 
princes but to colle& from the race of man- 


kind a community of virtuous ſpirits which 


ſhall remain when their kingdoms are no 
more. Then faid Pilate, art thou a king? 
Jeſus anſwered, © for this was I born, and for 
this came I into the world.” 

Thus we ſee our Saviour was neither 
afraid nor aſhamed to aſſert his claim to 
royal dignity, however contemptible he might 
ſeem in the eyes of this haughty governor ; 
but that he might afford no pretence of ac- 


cuſation to his enemies, he reminds them 


that he was not indebted to imperial robes 


or pretorian guards for his authority, and 
that the conſtitution of his government was 


pf f 4 nature eſſentially different from human 


eſtab- 


_—_ Tow 
eſtabliſhments, and calculated for ſublimer 


purpoſes. In further diſcourſing upon = 
ſubject, I ſhall 


I. Enquire into the nature and end of 
the Meſſiah's kingdom. 

II. Compare it with the kingdoms of the 
earth. 

HI. Conclude with ſome reflections ſuit- 
able to the preſent occaſion. 


The kingdom of Chriſt is a community 
of true believers who from a full perſwaſion 
of his divine miſſion and authority agree to 
form their principles and actions upon his 
laws, and to build their immortal hopes 
upon that conſtitution of grace and mercy 
which he has confirmed by his death and 


reſurrection. As he is their ſupreme oracle 


and legiſlator they are accountable to no 
other tribunal but His in religion, and ac- 
knowledge no other maſter but him. 


The bond which unites and forms them 


into one peaceful ſociety is not an unifor- 
mity of faith or worſhip, but a principle of 
charity to God and man; and tho they 


differ as much in leſſer opinizns as they do 


in 
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in climates and complexions, yet they all 
conſpire to adorn by a ſuitable practice that 
goſpel which is the charter of their com- 
mon falvation : this idea of the kingdom of 
Chriſt comprehends the ſincere and faithful 
of all ages and nations, who either lived in 
the hopes of the coming of the Meſſiah or 
died in the belief of his reſurrection. The on- 
ly introduction into this kingdom is a faith 
without blindneſs or compulſion, ariſing 
from the full conſent of the underſtanding 
and the entire approbation of the heart : 
conſequently all who do not examine and 
believe for themſelves, but enter into it 
upon the credit of human authority, or in 
compliance with the laws of any ſtate, can- 
not be chriſtians; or in other words, there 
can be no chriſtianity where there is no 
freedom. 1 | 

As long as it is Chriſt's kingdom it can- 
not be eſtabliſhed by temporal ſanctions, 
like the inſtitutes of civil ſociety ; for this 
would be changing its ſovereign, and lead- 
ing its members to embrace it only from 
ſecular and ſiniſter motives as if its own ſatis- 
factions and rewards were not a ſufficient 
recompence : when it ceaſes to be free and 
independant 


. 

independant its ſpirit expires, and it dege- 
nerates from a ſyſtem of pure and heavenly 
government into an engine of ſtate fit for 

any purpoſes which crafty politicians ſhall 
appoint. I will not ſay it can derive no 
advantage from the countenance of princes 
and rulers, but it has no natural and neceſ- 
ſary connection with political maxims. It 
is more likely to be corrupted by worldly 
alliances, and it has always flouriſhed moſt 
where it has been the leaſt indebted to 
them. 

Thoſe churches which have been framed 
by the policy of man may arrogate to them- 
ſelves, if they pleaſe, an excluſive property 
in the kingdom of Chriſt, but they are un- 
worthy of ſuch a character. They have 
no traces of the ſimplicity of that religion 
from which they pretend to be ſprung; 
they are calculated for the meridian of a 
ſmall country and a particular people, and 
they may very well ſuit the manners and 
policy of the nation where they are eſta- 
bliſhed. * They may carry marks of con- 
ſummate wiſdom in their ſtructure, but let 
them not be called the kingdom of Chriſt, 
for that is not bounded by rivers and moun- 


tains : 


1 
tains: That is not confined to any particular 
language or nation. The world is the great 
theatre of it, and heaven its conſummation: 
and in ſpite of all the damnatory ſentences 
that have been pronounced by ſynods and 
councils, he who believes and obeys the 
goſpel of Chriſt to the beſt of his judgment 
and the utmoſt of his power, and acknow- 
ledges his falvation to be veſted in the hands 
of the great mediator between God and 
man, HE 1s a member of Chriſt's kingdom, 
and as ſuch ſhall be recompenced hereafter, 
whatever fate he may meet with among 
mankind. _ 
Let us now 


IT. Compare the kingdom of Chriſt with 
the kingdoms of the earth, that we may ſee 
which is more glorious ; and this will ap- 
pear if we conſider them with reſpect to 
the ends they propoſe— the greatneſs of their 
monarchs—the terms of their admiſſion, 
and—the length of their duration. 


1. With reſpect to the ends they pro- 
poſe. The end of earthly governments is 
to {ſecure the lives and properties of their 


members 


AM 8 


members, and this is accompliſhed by fines 
and puniſhments nflicted by the civil ma- 

giſtrate. 

The apprehenſion of being liable to the 
invaſion of every man who is ſtronger than 
his neighbour, is ſo dreadful, that we can- 
not ſuppoſe mankind would remain a mo- 
ment in ſuch a ſituation, without providing 
againſt it. Accordingly they invented a 
body of laws which they iwore to obey, or 
ſuffer the puniſhment annexed to the breach 
of them : hence they became more ſecure 
in their perſons, becauſe none could hurt 
them without being expoſed to an equal in- 
jury in return: none could plunder their 
poſſeſſions, without forfeiting all their right 
to be protected: none could take away their 
lives, without paying the price of them by 
their own. Theſe are the principles upon 
which ſociety was originally conſtructed, 

and upon no other terms could it poſiibly 
ſubſiſt. 

But we will ſuppoſe that government is 
capable gf beſtowing upon its members 
ſomething more than the ſecurity of their 
properties and perſons. There ſhall be no 
perſecution for conſcience lake, no delay of 
C juſtice, 
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juſtice, no oppreſſive and arbitrary taxes. 


Peace and plenty ſhall ſmile upon them. 
The poor ſhall earn his bead without dif- 
ficulty, and the rich enjoy his abundance 
without fear. No ambitions neighbour 
ſhall be ready td invade them, no public 
calamity ſhall viſit them, no danger ſhall 
come nigh them. Let all this be granted, 
which is more than can be faid of any 
ſtate under heaven : let us ſee what we 
have gained in compariſon of the privileges 
we enjoy under the glorious conſtitution of 
the Son of God. The whole amount is 


this, That we are permitted to paſs a few 


days upon earth znmolefled in our perſons 


and fortunes, till death removes us from the 


juriſdiction of man to the tribunal of God.” 


Let the frailties, cares and paſſions of 
human nature be conſidered ; take into the 
account all the difficulties of life, which lie 
far remote from the eye of government, 
and then ſee what a vaſt deal more is 
wanting to compleat the happineſs of a ra- 
tional probationary creature in this ſtate of 


_ uncertainty and imperfection. This ſum is 
_ ſupplied by the great author and finiſher of 
our faith. By the laws of man we are de- 


fended 


FF 

fended from the effects of malice, envy 
and revenge in our fellow- creatures; by the 
laws of Chriſt we are delivered from the 
much more dreadful effects of them in our 
oven boſoms : by the ſecular magiſtrate we 
are protected from bodily hardſhips and ex- 
ternal dangers ; by the Son of God we are 
preſerved from the ſtings of conſcience and 
the terrors of future puniſhment : by the 
former we enjoy peace and quietneſs among 
our fellow-citizens ; by the latter we are 
entitled to the forgiveneſs of fin, and the 
inward pleaſure which ariſes from the 
hopes of the divine approbation. 

Worldly policy can take no cognizance 
of the heart, and afford no refuge to the 


mind under a thouſand fears which may 


invade it: it can give no fence againſt the 
fury of malignant paſſions, and yield no 
remedy againſt the afflictions of a wounded 
ſpirit ; and where theſe prevail there can be 
no ſatisfaction amidſt the pleaſures and pro- 
ſperities of the univerſe: but the kingdom 
of Chriſt being laid in the heart, and ex- 
tirpating from thence every root of bitter- 
neſs, introduces innumerable comforts and 
bleſſings without which lite is not worth 


C 2 enjoying; 


121 
enjoying it transforms the diſpoſition, cor- 
rects the temper, and new models the 
whole ſyſtem of our ſentiments and affec- 
tions, by which means it provides for the 
happineſs of its members throughout the 
whole extent of their being. 

Under the dominion of princes we may 
aſpire to wealth and grandeur ; under the 
adminiftration of the Mefſiah we can hope 
for glory, honour, and immortality : he 
gives us not the enjoyment of fortune and 
the world, but the calm and peaceful poſ- - 
ſeſſion of our minds; not things preſent, 
but things to come : he has laid time and 
death at our feet, and made eternity our 
own. This is the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
theſe its ineſtimable advantages! to add on- 
ly one thing more, human government is 
liable to ſo many ſhocks from the conteſts 
of ambition and intereſt, that it requires 
frequently to be renewed and re-eſtabliſhed. 
Wars muſt be waged, alliances muſt be 
formed, and all the precautions which the 
moſt conſummate policy can dictate muſt 
be embraced. On the whole, it is ſuffici- 
ent to make us regret the tranſient pauſes 
of quictneſs* we enjoy, when we conſider 

how 
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how much it coſts ; how many rivers of 
blood were ſhed, how many millions of 
treaſure are ſpent in a ſingle century to pro- 
cure it; but the conſtitution of our religi- 
on, like its great maſter, is the ſame to 
day, yeſterday, and for ever; and though 
it has been the work of ages to erect, 
though | its divine author laid the foundation 
of it in a life of ſuffering and diſgrace, 
though he died in the glorious deſign of re- 
deeming mankind, yet the end is adequate 
to the means, his death 1s amply recom- 
penced by the immortal happineſs of his 
followers, and the eſtabliſhment of a king- 
dom which ſhall triumph over all thrones 
and dominions, and laſt to eternity itſelf, 
which leads me 

2. To conſider his kingdom with reſpe& 
to the glory of its, monarch. In forming 
our ideas of greatneſs we are governed too 
much by ſenſe and paſſion: the eye is 
dazzled with ſplendor, and the imagina- 
tion. is charmed with pomp and magnifi- 
cence.: hence it happens that princes have 
endeavoured to borrow a majeſty and dig- 
nity from external appearance, and to con- 
ceal the meanneſs of their own perſons in a 
6 multitude 
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multitude of ornament : but the true gran- 
deur of man confiſts in the ſublimity of his 
ſentiments, and not in the number of his 
retinue ; in the benevolence of his heart, 
and not in the largeneſs of his poſſeſſions; 
in the ſtature of his foul, and not his body. 
He may receive the tribute of diſtant realms, 
and yet be more contemptible than the 
meaneſt fave ; he may be complimented 
with the lives and fortunes of his ſubjects, 

and yet be the diſgrace of human nature. 
If diadems be all that ennoble man, then 
that monſter who wiſhed his people had 
but one head that he might deſtroy them 

with one blow, was as great as he who when 
he had done no good action cried out, © I 
* have loſt a day.” What was Nebuchad- 
nezzar when he fet up his golden image? 
What was Herod when the people cried 
out a God, a God? What was the IMMok- 
TAL Lewis when he was ſpreading flames 
and deſtruction all over Europe to gratify 
his impious ambition? How defpicable are 
the moſt applauded herocs of the world, 
when attended by the acclamations of mil- 
lions, and leading captive conquered nations, 
to the benevolent ſon of man, trampling 


upon 
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upon the pride and vanity of life, going 
about doing good, viſiting the afflicted, in- 
ſtructing the ignorant, and, when the earth 
was no longer worthy of him, reſigning 
himſelf to the puniſhment of the worſt of 
criminals? How much more glorious was 
it to bring life and immortality to light, 
than to diſcover the wiſeſt ſyſtem of laws 
that ever were invented ; and how much 
greater obligations are we under to Chriſt 
for. delivering us from the bondage of ſu- 
perſtition and the dread of death, than to 
the greateſt aſſerter of the liberties of man- 
kind? That we can eat our bread with 
contentment, and ſerve our God with free- 
dom, thanks to our forefathers and a ſuc- 
ceſſion of the beſt of kings; that we can 
approach the throne of grace with confi- 
dence, challenge an alliance with ſuperior 
beings, and enter upon the world unknown 
with all the tranquillity of faith and hope. 
Thanks be to him who roſe from the 
dead, and its at the right hand of the fa- 
ther. TY 
Thus we ſee how much more exalted is 
the character of the Meſſiah in the crueleſt 
circumſtances of human miſery to temporal 
Princes 


> Go... Be 
princes in their higheſt proſperity. But if 
we would contemplate an image of him 
which is ſufficient to annihilate all human 
magnificence, let us caſt our eyes forwards 
to the great conſumation of all things, when 
we ſhall ſee this priſoner of Pilate's bar 
coming in the clouds of heaven with great 
glory, inveſted with aweful pomp and ma- 
jeſty, leading captivity captive, attended by 
an army of miniſtring ſpirits, compleating 
his mediatorial reign, triumphing over death 
and fin, and collecting his ſubjects into one 
happy everlaſting community. 

3. The terms ; of citizenſhip in the Meſ- 
ſiah's kingdom, are more free and generous 
than thoſe upon which we can be admitted 
to the privileges and immunities of earthly 
governments. He requires no conditions 
but thoſe which are equitable and juſt. He 
diſdains an implicit faith, and expects that 
neither our underſtandings nor our conſci- 
ences be abjured to enter into his com- 
munion. To be fincere in examining the 
merits of his religion, and upright in pur- 
ſuing our inward conviction are alone ne- 
ceſſary to become his diſciples, would to 
God the ſame could be ſaid of civil inſtitu- 
tions; 


[7-2] 
tions; but alas They, conſcious of their 
impotence, are fenced round with terrors, 
fines, and teſts; and ſometimes the only 
diſqualifications, they except againſt, are 
integrity and truth. 

There is a kingdom upon earth, with 
forrow I ſpeak it, where many of its beſt 
ſubjects are deprived of the common rights 
of citizens for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
they cannot proſtitute one of the moſt ſo- 
lemn ordinances of their religion to fecular 
purpoſes, while thoſe who can treat every 
ſacred inſtitution with ridicule, meet with 
no obſtruction to its honours and diſtincti- 
ons; as if we had nothing to dread but an 
inflexible honeſty, and the only thing to be 
guarded againſt, was a conſcious reverence 
of our duty. Thanks be to God the con- 
ditions of Chriſt's kingdom are not ſo con- 
tracted and difficult. Standing on the ſtable 
bafis of truth, it ſeeks no imaginary ſecuri- 
ty in reſtraining reaſon and enquiry, 'and 
binding conſcience in chains. It excludes 
none from its boſom but the hypocrite and 
the ſinner.— Shall I add further, that accor- 
ding to the unrepealed laws of this ſtate (ſuch 
are the narrow encloſures which ſurround 
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19 
it) a miniſter of religion might have an un- 
bounded benevolence of heart, the gifts of 
an apoſtle, the ſpirit of martyrdom, and 
the wiſdom of an angel of God, yet if he 
will nat declare his belief of certain doc- 
trines appointed to be the perpetual criteri- 
ons of truth, though eſſential neither to hap- 
pineſs nor virtue, he muſt depend upon 
the clemency of the law, and lie at the 
daily mercy of a precarious toleration. In 
vain was it that God bad him be free, and 
that Chriſt confirmed the ſacred grant. If 
he thinks for himſelf, he muſt either diſ- 
ſemble or ſtand in awe of being condemned 
to everlaſting filence. He who ſincerely 
embraces and practiſes chriſtianity gives the 
moſt indiſputable hoſtages of his duty and 
loyalty to the ſtate, and to demand any far- 
ther ſecurity is arbitrary and oppreſſive. 
How much more catholic is the conſtitu- 
tion of the goſpel, which requires no other 
acknowledgement but * that Jeſus is the 
«© Son of God,” which judges us only ac- 
cording to the light we have, and makes 
us only accountable for truths of the cleareſt 
evidence and the. higheſt importance. 


4. Let 
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4. Let us compare the kingdom of Chriſt 
with the kingdoms of the world in point of 
duration. Riches, ſays the wiſe man, does 
not abide for ever, nor does the crown laſt 
to all generations. Babylon is fallen, and 
Judea thy city is left unto thee deſolate. 
Rome ſunk under the weight of univerſal 
empire, and kingdoms which have riſen 
from her ruins are now no more. Some 
periſh by the fury of the ſword, and ſome 
by the judgments of God. As long as 
there are pride and revenge in the breaſt of 
man, there will be ſtrife and ſedition, wars 
and commotions. To theſe ſources all the 
calamities of human nature are to be aſcrib- 
ed; from hence proceed the deſtruction of 
families, ſocieties, and empires; but the 
kingdom of Chriſt being exempt from theſe 
dangers, having no corrupt members and 
no internal cauſes of decay, muſt be in it- 
ſelt naturally immortal; beſides, we are in- 
formed upon the greateſt authority, that 
&« his throne endureth for ever and ever,” 
and © of his government there ſhall be no 
« end.” In vain do temporal legiſlators 
project plans for future ages; they fall, be- 
fore the hand of time and are no more 
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ſeen. If any ſtate was ever built for dura- 
tion, it muſt have been that of Judea which 
had Moſes for its Lawgiver, and God for 
its King ; yet alas! what a deplorable 
monument is it become of the juſtice of 
impartial providepce | 
If any conflitution promiſes to be exempt 
from the viciflitude of mortal things, it is 
that which we are ſo happy as to call our 
own, abounding in wealth and ſcience, pro- 
tected by ſurrounding waves, guorded againſt 
anarchy on the one hand, and tyranny on the 
other. — What have we to dread? And 
yet, THOU MiGHTY KINGDOM, tho' thy 
young men are glorious in arms, and thy 
old men prudent in council ; tho' thy com- 
merce extends from ſhore to ſhore, and thy 
fame from world to world ; tho' thy liber- 
ties are built on the foundation of juſtice, 
and cemented with the blood of heroes ; 
tho' thy ſenators are princes, and thy mer- 
chants the honourable of the earth: yet 
THOU, even THOU, ſhalt be cnanGen — 
perhaps ſome curious traveller in a diſtant 
age, recollecting the glory of theſe times, 
ſhall weep over. thy ru:ns, and pointing to 


thy 


/ 


©...» 
thy duſt, cry © HERE STOOD THE WONDER 
OF THE WORLD. 

1 ſhall now conclude with a few reflec- 
tions ſuitable to the preſent occaſion, 


1. from hence we ſee what relation the 
church and ſtate ſtand in to each other, and 
the only. alliance they are capable of ma- 
king. The kingdom of Chriſt muſt be for 
ever independant of human inſtitutions; yet 
ſuch 1s the nature of its laws and precepts 
that it is calculated to form the beſt citizens 
and ſubjects, and they who act upon its 
principles will never fail to adorn their rank 
and ſtation in ſociety. There never was a 
blacker calumny invented than that chriſti- 
anity diſqualifed its followers from ſuſtaining 
any exalted characters in civil life. It will 
never produce ſuch as. mankind have called 
HEROES, and happy would it have been for 
the world if it had never known them; 
but it qualifies them for all the relations of 
ſocial life, It makes them faithful to their 
truſt, loyers of their country, ardent to do 
good, ſuperior to danger, fond of liberty, 
friends of peace: on the other hand, ſuper- 
ſtition and atheiſm break the ſpirits of men, 
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and prepare them for the moſt dreadful bond- 
age; and wherever deſpotiſm has prevailed, 
pure rehgion has always been unknown : 
the liberal and divine genius of the new 
teſtament recommends obedience to every 
righteous meaſure of government, while it 
takes from us the dread of human vengeance 
for maintaining a good conſcience. It tells 
us to fear God and honour the king, to make 
interceſſion for rulers, and to be no reſpec- 
ters of perſons ; to ſubmit to thoſe who are 
in authority, and yet to eſteem virtue the 
higheſt diſtinction upon earth. It bids us 
revence the deity, not becauſe he is omni- 
potent, becauſe he is infinitely amiable and 
good; It commands us to love the great 
author of our ſalvation, not for his miracles 
but his compaſſion and benevolence which 
were unconquered even in death. 

Now can ſuch principles as theſe have 
any wrong influence upon men's civil de- 
portment to make them either ſlaves on the 
one hand, or incendiaries on the other. If 
they have their genuine effect they will form 
the moſt upright and reſpectable charac- 
ters in ſociety. Thoſe who pay God all his 
due will never be wanting to Cæſar, and 

thoſe 
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thoſe who are beſt fitted for the community 
of a future world will a& the nobleſt part 
in this. 

2. If the kingdom of Chriſt be ſo much 
more excellent than temporal kingdoms, it 
challenges the firſt place in our regard, and 
has a right to our allegiance prior to every 
obligation and duty upon earth. 

The privileges which Chriſt has granted 
you, you are bound in gratitude to maintain, 
and no ſtate has any authority to take them 
away. It may alienate your poſſeſſions and 
diſpoſe of your perſons, but your ſouls and 
conſciences are out of its reach. They be- 
long to a higher juriſdiction. Therefore 
ſtand faſt in the liberty in which Chriſt has 
made you free. Prefer his cauſe whenever 
it comes in competition with any worldly 
intereſt or advantage. Preſerve the ſacred 
depoſit of his goſpel pure from the allay of 
human inventions; and as it is the rule by 
which you are to be judged at the laſt day 
let it be the ſole ſtandard according to which 
you will live and die. You cannot renounce 
your judgment in matters of religion with- 
out betraying the honour of your redeemer; 
and to eſpouſe doctrines, not ſupported by 

| RS his 
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his word, as of divine original is high trea- 
ſon againſt the prince of peace. You will 
be unworthy of the name of his diſciples if 
you ſuffer any other maſter to divide that 


allegiance which is due to him alone. 
Tho' the ſpirit of religion has declined 


among us, yet I truſt there are ſeven thou- 
fand men that have not bowed the knee to 
the image of Baal. As proteſtant diſſenters 
deicended from thoſe who bravely purcha- 
{ed their liberty with their blood, I am per- 
ſwaded you will never ſuffer your privileges 
as Chriſtians to be infringed nor heſitate a 
moment if you ſhould be-put to the choice 
whether to live freemen or die ſlaves ;—<but 
why need I awaken in your minds ſuch 
fentiments as theſe ? Why do I arm you 
againſt diſtant dangers, and prepare you for 
calamities which I hope will never come ? 
though the ſtate be rent with animoſities 
and parties, though the ſpirit gf harmony 
and peace be fled, and every good man 
forebodes with ſorrow, the conſequences of 
our preſent diſtraction ; yet we truſt that 
the ſame watchful providence which has ſo 
_ often reſcued us on the brink of ruin, will 
ſtill interpoſe and reſtofe to us our wanted 
tran- 
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quillity. Why are the hateful ſounds of 
prerogative and diſaffection rung in our 
ears? why have we given peace to diſtant 
worlds while we are alarmed with commo- 
tions at home ? O ſpare, ſpare your reproa- 
ches ye lovers of your country | what has 
a britiſh King to dread from a britiſh peo- 
ple; and what has a free nation to fear 
from a prince whoſe throne was founded on 
the ruins of tyranny and defpotiſm ? God 
forbid that a deſcendant of the houſe of 
HANOVER ſhould take away what the firſt 
of that line gave us, — our civil and re- 
ligious liberties. Let it never be ſaid that 
a ſovereign like ours will ever deſert thoſe 
upright paths of government which made 
his. anceſtors the darling of their ſub- 
jects and the confidence of all Europe. Un- 
der his reign may we long lead peaceable 
lives in all godlineſs and honeſty ! and may 
the prince whom heaven has given us this 
day convey it with brighter glory thro' fu- 
ture generations! | 
Laſtly,. Let us diſtinguiſh ourſelves as 
loyal ſubjects of that kingdom to which we 
belong upon earth, and as ſincere and faith- 
ful candidates of that community to which 
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we hope to be united at the general judg- 


ment. Let us teſtify our gratitude for the 
protection of government by an unfeigned 
obedience to its laws, an unſhaken fidelity 
to its ſovereign, and a generous oppoſition 
to all the attempts of its enemies. Let us 
preſerve a happy moderation between paſ- 
five compliance and licentious faction; we 
have nothing more at preſent to hope from 
the moſt partial indulgence of the crown, 
and we will never fear any thing from its 
diſpleaſure, while we have truth and juſtice 
on our fide: We have been maliciouſly re- 
preſented as a fickle diſcontented people, im- 
patient of reſtraint, fond of changes, and 
never happy under the moſt unlimited pri- 
vileges. We are arraigned for embruing 
our hands in the blood of the royal martyr, 
overturning the conſtitutiou of the Church, 
and afterwards greedily embracing the 
treacherous. indulgence of king James II. 
for being contented to ſhare liberty of con- 
ſcience, even with papiſts and enemies to 
our country; cold and languid in ſupporting 
the revolution, oppoſing arbitrary power 
under queen Anne for intereſt only, and 
now ſelling ourſelves to the adminiſtration to 
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procure the abolition of the teſt, — God 


forgive theſe calumnies—we will not anſ- 
wer them, but our lives ſhall confute them. 
They ſhall never divert us from our duty 


to the prince, nor our regard to our fellow- 


citizens. We will ſtill continue to ſhew 
that we are inſpired with the love of liber- 
ty and religion, the only objects which can 
be dear to a rational and immortal crea- 
ture. | 

Future ages will do us the juſtice to be- 
lieve that the gallant oppoſition of our fore- 
fathers to all the encroachments of civil 
and eccleſiaſtical power, was the only means 


under God of procuring to us all that Bri- 
tons love, all that mortals can enjoy,—a 


conſtitution which is the admiration of the 


| univerſe. Let us approve ourſelves their 


ſucceſſors, and wiſh for nothing more than 
to ſee their plan compleated and perfected. 
Let us ſhew that we have no friends but 


| thoſe who are friends to their country, no 


foes but thoſe who are the enemies of free- 
dom. I am ſure if we can have any view 
in taking upon us the invidious name of 
proteſtant diſſenters, but the intereſts of 
pure and uncorrupted chriſtianity, and 2 

con- 
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conſcientious diſcharge of our duty to God 
and man, we are of all men the moſt ab- 
ſard and unaccountable ; and while we are 
actuated by ſuch motives, we will reſign 
the honours and diſtinctions of the ſtate to 
thoſe who are more worthy, and repine at 


To conclude, we can truly ſay that our 
kingdom is not of this world ;—but while 
we can exerciſe that right of private judg- 
ment which reaſon and revelation have given 
us, while we are not diſqualify'd from be- 
ing members of that kingdom which ſhall 
flouriſh beyond the grave, we will hear the 
clamours of malice unmoved, and content- 


edly pray for the proſperity of our coux- 
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